MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

metres away from the scene of the fighting (and, as I have
said, it was pretty severe fighting) people walked calmly
along Castellana Street, many of them watching the
effect of shots from our batteries. Sometimes there were
actually people passing between the two camps so that one
or another was obliged to stop firing for a time.

During the days 7th, 8th and gth, the Communists
arrested important men of other parties and syndicates,
such as senior officers who were loyal to the National
Council of Defence. Among them, I believe, was the
Civil Governor of Madrid, Deputies, Councillors, news-
paper editors, Commanders of Divisions or Brigades and a
good many officers. Most of those arrested were in the
Pardo Palace, and some in the Headquarters of the 2nd
Army Corps. All of them were treated inconsiderately,
some of them submitted to brutal treatment and others
vilely assassinated, among the latter being Staff Colonels
Joaquin Otero, Arnoldo Fernandez Urbano and Jose
Perez Gazzolo. They carried their villainy to the point of
burying alive two officers; the certificates of post mortems
of these are in my hands. My children and my wife, who
had moved when they saw the course of events, were soon
found by the Communists, who surrounded the house,
probably with the idea of taking them as hostages. When
the news of this very delicate situation reached me I sent
two tanks, in which, after running serious risks, they were
taken out of the house and brought to the Chancellery of
the Exchequer, where they remained until the end of the
fighting.
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